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2024/2025 ACADEMIC YEAR UNIVERSITY EXAMINATIONS

SECOND YEAR FIRST SEMESTER EXAMINATIN FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF ECONOMICS; BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ECONOMICS & MATHEMATICS WITH IT 

BEC 416: POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT
DATE:18/12/2024								TIME: 3 HOURS 

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Answer Question ONE (compulsory) and ANY OTHER THREE questions 
Question one carries 25 marks and the rest 15 marks each






[bookmark: _GoBack]EXAMINATION CHEATING IS ACRIME



QUESTION ONE (25 MARKS)
a) How does opportunity cost affect household fertility decisions/choices? 	(5 Marks)
b) Explain the five key components of the world population structure. 	(5 Marks) 
c) How does the demographic transition model describe changes in population growth over time? 										(5 Marks)
d) According to Malthus, what are the consequences of population growth outpacing food supply? 									(5 Marks)
e) How can improved healthcare infrastructure help in managing the challenges of rapid population growth in LDCs? Provide two examples. 			(5 Marks)
QUESTION TWO (15 MARKS)
a) Evaluate the impact of urbanization policies on reducing the negative consequences of population growth in LDCs. 							(10 marks)
b) Should governments in LDCs focus more on urban planning or rural development to address the challenges in 2 (a) above? Justify your position. 		(5 marks)
QUESTION THREE (15 MARKS)
a) Discuss the relationship between income and fertility in both developing and developed societies using the Microeconomic Household Theory of Fertility. 		(10 Marks)
b) How does women’s employment affect fertility decisions in households? 	(5 Marks)
QUESTION FOUR (15 MARKS)
a) Using a utility maximization framework, explain how a household decides on the optimal number of children. 								(10 marks)
b) Illustrate with a diagram showing the household's budget constraint and indifference curves. 									(5 marks)
[bookmark: _Hlk180393692]QUESTION FIVE (15 MARKS) 
a) Using the demographic transition model, create a diagram showing the changes in birth rates, death rates, and total population across the four stages of transition. 	(6 marks)
b) Explain how economic development impacts each stage. 			(9 marks)
QUESTION SIX (15 MARKS)
a) Explain how the cost of raising children influences fertility decisions. 	(8 marks)
b) What are the factors that contribute to the cost of raising children. 		(7 marks)
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